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OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

35. Observations on the Use of Corrosive Sublimate in Ophthalmia. —M. F. Du- 
rocGETjfils. has been induced to try the effect of this medicine, on the authority 
of M. Bally of Paris. A woman, six days affected with intense inflamma¬ 
tion of the conjunctiva of the left eye, (from exposure to a very great change of 
temperature,) could not bear the light? she felt a3 if her eye was full of sand; 
there was great engorgement of the vessels? antiphlogistic treatment was in¬ 
dicated? a collyrium of four grains of corrosive sublimate, to four ounces of 
distilled water, was prescribed to bathe the eye, thirty or forty times a day, 
and a tepid foot-bath morning and evening. On the third day of this treat¬ 
ment she was almost cured, there being only a slight inflammation near the 
external angle; she could bear the light, and had no feeling of sand in the 
eye; she continued the collyrium and baths for six days, when the eyes was 
quite well. The second patient was a man, thirty-nine days affected with 
ophthalmia of both eyes? lie had caught cold from fishing at night by torch 
light. He had been treated by leeches to the temples, blisters to the nape 
of the neck, and various collyria. There was on the cornea of the right eye a 
speck, the size of a grain of millet? this eye was the most painful, and secreted 
clear, irritating water. He was ordered the same application to keep up the 
discharge from the blister, and a cooling diet. On the eighth day the disease 
was evidently better. On the thirteenth the inflammation was completely 
gone, and very soon the recovery was perfect.— llev. Med. June , 1834. 

36. Treatment of Fistula Lachrymalis by the Perforation of the Maxillary 
Sinus.' —M. Lauoieh, who some years since proposed tins method of treating 
lachrymal fistula, has again called attention to the subject in a memoir in the 
Archives Getteralcs , for April last. 11c relates a case in which lie has success¬ 
fully employed it, and he states that M. Jobcrt has treated several cases at the 
Hopital St. Louis, with success, by the same method. He performs the opera¬ 
tion with a common bistoury and a small trochar, the stem of which is bent six 
lines from the point. 


SURGERY. 

of. 7umours over the Body. —A man, named Thomas Barnes, was admitted 
into Oxford Ward a few days since under the care of Mr. Brodic, having been 
troubled for some time past with the growth of various tumours over his body. 
On being examined, they were found to be of various sizes, structure, and con¬ 
sistence. They were situated principally on the arms and legs, and one of 
them bore a resemblance somewhat to a node. The man could give no precise 
time as to the period of their first appearance, nor any cause which might have 
been likely to produce them. Their average size was that of a large walnut, 
and they were generally moveable under the skin, and not very hard to the 
touch. They gave no uneasiness, neither did they cause any pain when touched 
or handled. The patient’s general health was remarkably good. 

Mr. Brodie remarked, that, as far as his memory would serve him, he had 
only met with two cases whose characteristic symptoms at all approached to the 
one now before him, and these derived much benefit from the use of the liquor 
potassx internally. The patient was therefore ordered to take liquor potassx 
5). three times daily in a glass of fresh small beer. 

Mr. Brodic observed, that, with reference to this medicine, he had employed 
it in a vast number of cases of tumour either internal or external with very great 
success. It would frequently disperse abdominal tumours, the precise nature 
of which could not be accurately ascertained. A gentleman here asked Mr, 
No. XXX.—February, 1835. 45 
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Brodie whether it would not be worth while to try the value of this medicine in 
those cases of unusual and unnatural accumulation of fat in different parts of 
the body which sometimes occur. Mr. Brodic answered that it would be a 
remedy well worth trying in such cases. A man servant came to the hospital, 
some years since, as an out-patient under Mr. Brodie. He had two large pen¬ 
dulous masses of fat occupying the anterior surface of the neck, between the 
lower jaw and upper part of the chest, and posteriorly covering the nuchx. 
This abnormal growth was a great calamity to him, as, from his appearance, no 
one would ever engage him as servant. He took the liquor potassx in doses 
of from 3j. to 3 iss. ter in die for some time, and the growth of this swelling 
slowly diminished down to such a size as to prove no longer a source of uneasi¬ 
ness or disfiguration to him. Some time afterwards Mr. Brodie saw this man, 
and the tumour at the fore part and back of the neck had so nearly disappear¬ 
ed as to enable him to follow his usual occupation. Mr. Brodie had another 
case nearly similar to the above, in which the same good results followed the 
internal exhibition of the liquor potassx. There also sometimes arise different 
collections of fat under the skin, unequalin size, and having no defined margin 
or edge; and in these cases the exhibition of this medicine is equally useful. 

The patient has continued taking the liquor potassx; no material benefit has 
yet resulted from it, there not having been sufficient time. He complains tint 
the medicine “ binds him up,” and he was therefore ordered:—R. Pilulx hy- 
drargyri; Extracti colocynthid. comp.; Extract; hyoscyami, aa >)j. misce. Fiat 
massam, in pilul. xij. divid., quorum sumat i. o. n. h. s- 

Mr. Brodie observed, that this prescription was a very useful one, and of 
particular service to patients who were taking the liquor potassx. The medi¬ 
cine has agreed with this patient very well hitherto, but no decided effect lias 
as yet resulted in regard to the diminished growth of the tumours. l!e does 
not suffer in his general health, and his bowels arc purged occasionally by a 
dose of house physic.— Lond. Med. and Surg. Joum. March 1 5th, 1834. 

38. Urinary Syphon .—The Lancet , for September 27th last, furnishes the 
following description of a syphon for drawing off the urine, invented by Mr. 
LxwTXn, a young American. “The apparatus consists of two tubes and a 
vase; one is a gum clastic tube, several feet long; near the middle of this is 
fixed another small tube, less than the moiety of the large one, and of inferior 
diameter; it is mounted on a cork, which is fitted to the vase containing water. 
The fluid in the vase tends to pass through the small tube into the inferior half 
of the greater one, whenever the latter is on a lower level. Let us suppose 
the superior half of the great tube attached to a catheter, and introduced into 
the bladder—the vase placed on a chair by the patient’s bed side, and the other 
extremity of the tube hanging into a basin, &c. A current is established by 
suction along the smaller tube and from the vase. As soon as the current 
reaches the inferior moiety of the great tube, a vacuum is established in the 
part which has been passed into the bladder, and the urine runs out to the last 
drop. The suction is so strong, that we have seen the tube take up a single 
drop of water from the chimney-piece of the author’s apartment.” 

39. imputation of the Keck of the Uterus. —M. Lisrmsc, in a memoir re¬ 
cently read before the Academy of Sciences of Paris, and published in the 
Gazette Medicate, for 21st of June, 1834, states that he has amputated the neck 
of the uterus affected with cancer in ninety-nine cases, cightv-four of which 
were cured, and fifteen died, among the latter he includes the cases of relapse. 
He further states, that all his unsuccessful cases were in women, in whom the 
disease was far advanced. 

40. Application of the Dynamometer and Pulley to the Trealmctil of Luxation. 
—Dr. Scdiuot, in a memoir recently presented to the Academy of Medicine 
of Paris, and published in the Gazette Medicate of 23d of August last, rccom* 



